&; Irish Guide Dogs

for the blind

At Irish Guide Dogs for the Blind (IGDB) the happiness and
welfare of our dogs’ is of paramount importance. As a result,
we care for them and train them using the most scientifically
up to date and ethical approaches.

We work with veterinary specialists to ensure our dogs are
healthy, medically fit to be trained and able to support their
future partners.

Our trainers and handlers strive to set-up our dogs to
succeed and use positive reinforcement techniques to
reward desired behaviours. In this way, our dogs’ behaviours
are successfully shaped, and the learning experience is
pleasurable and as stress free as possible.

We build positive relationships with our dogs and, as a result,
treat them as individuals, so that we can meet their specific
needs and use reinforcers that help them learn quickly. We
do not practice techniques which result in confusion, fear or
discomfort.

We acknowledge that to enjoy a successful working life as a
Guide or Assistance Dog, it is essential that our dogs are
equipped with the right skills and attitude to perform their
future role. Dogs which do not have the appropriate
temperament to thrive in these roles are found a more
suitable lifestyle.
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We diligently prepare our dogs to carry out their future role,
and as such allow them to practice and rehearse their skills
and behaviours in the real world, replicating the conditions
under which they will function (e.g. when the handler has
some sight loss), before we match and place them with their
future life partner.

During each partnership’s working life, we provide the
ongoing support needed to ensure they continue to perform
at their optimum and maximise the benefits of their special
relationship.

We are committed to regularly reviewing our practices,
developing our staff and continuously improving our skills
and knowledge.

IGDB is proud to be an accredited member of both the
International Guide Dog Federation and Assistance Dogs
International and therefore abide by their standards and
ethical frameworks.
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